spirally coiled inside a brownish, thin-walled, almost spherical capsule.
Small whitish nematodes; cuticle is smooth. The anterior end of body bears 2 subdorsal and 2 subventral papillae; it also bears 2 toothlike prominences, 1 dorsal and 1 ventral. Amphids between the lateral subdorsal and subventral papillae. Esophagus slender; ventriculus with 4 rounded lobes. Anterior intestinal cecum present, dorsal to ventriculus. Prominent excretory nucleus is located about halfway along cecum. Unicellular rectal glands are well developed. Tail is conical and pointed (Figures 1-4) . Capsules almost spherical. Measurements of specimens collected from each species of amphibian hosts are given in Table 1 .
Morphological characteristics of the ventriculus and the position of the excretory pore and excretory nucleus, made possible the identification of these larvae. Compared with larvae found in Dendropsophus minutus by Moravec and Kaiser (1994) the principal differences were the shorter length of the esophagus and the cecum (477-510 and 285-300, respectively) and, the smaller measurements of ventriculus (length: 45-57; width: 39-50). Besides, ventriculus of specimens analysed in this study showed 4 rounded lobes while Moravec and Kaiser (1994) found specimens with ventriculus with 4 and 5 rounded lobes.
Little is known about the biology of nematode parasites of the genus Brevimulticaecum. Walton (1937) infected a young alligator with larvae of this genus and 3 weeks later, found several immature males and females of this nematode. Moravec and Kaiser (1994) established that the occurrence of this larva in amphibian hosts indicates that toads and frogs may play a role in the transmission of this nematode, serving as either intermediate or paratenic hosts. 
